CHAPTER IV
REGATTAS   (NASIRIYAH,   IQl6)
Transfer to Nasiriyah. Attitude of Iraqis towards British rule. A
typical Euphrates town. Mizher Pasha. Punitive expedition up-river.
Getting hold of the Sheikh, Second expedition. Hamud as Swet. Fly-
boats, Bedouin co-operation. Hamud's V.G. Guns. Nasiriyah Mounted
Guard. Captain H. R. P. Dickson, Local councils. General Post
AT the beginning of August I was again transferred,
this time to Nasiriyah,, on the Euphrates, where an
Indian Division guarded the only line other than
that of the Tigris by which the Turks in Baghdad
could attack Basrah. This was the line by which
they had advanced upon Shaiba in 1915, but they
had now withdrawn all their regular forces to the
other river, leaving only a few tiny garrisons and
isolated officials to keep the Arabs hostile to us.
Not that the tribes were any too fond of the Turks,
especially on the Lower Euphrates, where the for-
midable confederacy of the Muntafiq had for years
resisted their authority, and refused to pay more
than nominal taxes. It was, however, only natural
that in the areas where the Turkish occupation was
maintained, however lightly, the tribal chiefs
should do lip-service to their old masters, and put
obstacles in the way of any advance of the British
invaders. On the other hand, it could not be
assumed that in the areas where British occupation
was established the tribes would at once become
pro-British. The attitude of the Iraqis towards
British rule remained substantially as it had been
reported in 1878 ;
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